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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
This document provides details of the test datasets that were used to activate 
the MERMAID Data Broker for testing purposes.  
 
Each Data Provider (BMT, Met Office, CEDRE and IMGW–OM) were requested 
to register at least an initial 5 datasets at the beginning of the testing period, by 
3rd May 2002, followed by a further 5 datasets by 10th May 2002. Therefore, 
during the testing period there was at least 20, and up to 40, ‘real’ datasets 
available on the Broker for testing. These were realistic datasets, but were not 
necessarily actual data (which may have been commercially sensitive) and were 
of a variety of different formats. Both binary and ascii file formats were used, 
and included the six MERMAID supported formats, as well other standards such 
as MS WORD, MS EXCEL, GIF, BMP, JPEG, and TXT files.   
 
The site itself was used to upload the datasets, as would occur for external 
providers. Each uploaded dataset was added to the MERMAID Catalogue 
database.  Figure 1 below shows a section of this database. Those datasets 
marked NULL have been removed through several necessary upgrades of the 
system that occurred during the testing phase, and were subsequently re-
entered. 
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Figure 1. Selection of the activated MERMAID Catalogue Database 
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2. Test Datasets 
 

2.1. BMT 
 
No. Name Data Theme Region Format Server Date 

Uploaded
1 South China Sea 

Circulation 
Oceans Ocean Circulation Ocean Currents South China Sea Gif image Mermaid 03/05/02 

2 Nodal Corrections Oceans Tides Tidal Components Worldwide Ascii txt 
file 

Mermaid 03/05/02 

3 Current Timeseries Oceans Ocean Circulation Ocean Currents Indian Ocean MS Excel 
file 

Mermaid 03/05/02 

4 Residual Currents Oceans Ocean Circulation Thermohaline Circulation Indian Ocean Ascii txt 
file 

Mermaid 03/05/02 

5 Report on Oil Spill Other N/A N/A North Sea PDF  BMT 
Remote 
Server 

03/05/02 

6 Regular 2D Tidal 
Harmonics 

Oceans Tides Tidal Components NW Europe ZIP File Mermaid 08/05/02 

7 Measured 
Met/Ocean Data 

Atmosphere Atmospheric Winds Surface Winds NE Atlantic BINARY 
File 
(PLMTS) 

BMT 
Remote 
Server 

08/05/02 

8 3D Modelled 
Timeseries Current 
Data 

Oceans Ocean Circulation Ocean Currents Bay of Biscay BINARY 
File 
(3DMTS) 

Mermaid 08/05/02 

9 2D grid Tidal 
Harmonic 
Constituents 

Oceans Tides Tidal Components NW Europe BINARY 
File 
(I2DTH) 

Mermaid 08/05/02 

10 Observed Irregular 
Timeseris 

Oceans Ocean Circulation Ocean Currents South China Sea BINARY 
File 
(OITS) 

BMT 
Remote 
Server 

08/05/02 

11 Remote Test2 Oceans Ocean Circulation Ocean Currents NE Atlantic MS Word BMT 
Remote 
Server 

20/05/02 
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2.2. MO 
 
No. Name Data Theme Region Format Server Date 

Uploaded
1 Satellite 

Picture 
Atmosphere Clouds Cloud Optical Thickness Europe and N. 

Atlantic 
JPEG Mermaid 08/05/02 

2 Pressure 
Chart 

Atmosphere Atmospheric Pressure Surface Pressure Europe and N. 
Atlantic 

GIF Mermaid 08/05/02 

3 Shipping 
Forecast 

Atmosphere Atmospheric Winds Surface Winds Europe and N. 
Atlantic 

Text Mermaid 08/05/02 

4 World Cities 
Forecast 

Atmosphere Atmospheric Temperature Air Temperature World Delimite
d Text 

Mermaid 08/05/02 

5 Radar 
Image 

Atmosphere Precipitation Precipitation Rate UK Esri GIS 
format 

Mermaid 08/05/02 

6 Grib 
Datasets 
(T+12 – 
T+120) 

Atmosphere Atmospheric Winds Surface Winds World Grib Met Office 20/05/02 

7 Grib 
Datasets 
(T+12 – 
T+120) – 
single 
element 

Atmosphere Sea Surface Height Sea Surface Height Europe Grib Met Office 20/05/02 
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2.3. CEDRE 
 
No. Name Data Theme Region Format Server Date 

Uploaded
1 Intérêt écologique particulier de la zone 

estuarienne (Etude de risques et de 
vulnérabilité du litto  
 

OCEANS 
 

Marine 
Environment 
Monitoring 

Emergency Oil 
Spills 

France Image -gif Mermaid 14/05/2002 

2 Les espaces naturels protégés et les facies 
sédimentaires (Gironde)  
 

OCEANS 
 

Marine 
Environment 
Monitoring 

Emergency Oil 
Spills 

France Image -gif Mermaid 14/05/2002 

3 Typologie des facies littoraux, Plan Polmar de 
la Manche  
 

OCEANS 
 

Marine 
Environment 
Monitoring 

Emergency Oil 
Spills 

France Image -gif Mermaid 14/05/2002 

4 Cartes des inventaires scientifiques et listes 
d’espèces (Etude de risques et de vulnérabilité  
 

OCEANS 
 

Marine 
Environment 
Monitoring 

Emergency Oil 
Spills 

France Image -gif Mermaid 14/05/2002 

5 Etude de risques et de vulnérabilité du littoral 
de la Seine-Maritime  
 

OCEANS 
 

Marine 
Environment 
Monitoring 

Emergency Oil 
Spills 

France Text - 
word 

Mermaid 14/05/2002 

6 Limites administratives du département de la 
Seine-Maritime  
 

OCEANS  
 

Marine 
Environment 
Monitoring 

Emergency Oil 
Spills 

France Image -gif Mermaid 14/05/2002 

7 Utilisation et exploitation de l'espace (Gironde)  
 

OCEANS  
 

Marine 
Environment 
Monitoring 

Emergency Oil 
Spills 

France Image -gif Mermaid 14/05/2002 

8 Les inventaires scientifiques (Etude de risques 
et de vulnérabilité du littoral de la Gironde), n°1 
 

OCEANS 
 

Marine 
Environment 
Monitoring 

Emergency Oil 
Spills 

France Image -gif Mermaid 14/05/2002 

9 Etude de risques et de vulnérabilité du littoral 
de la Gironde  
 

OCEANS Marine 
Environment 
Monitoring 

Emergency Oil 
Spills 

France Text - 
word 

Mermaid 14/05/2002 

10 Cartes de l’utilisation et de l’exploitation de 
l’espace (Etude de risques et de vulnérabilité  
 

OCEANS 
 

Marine 
Environment 
Monitoring 

Emergency Oil 
Spills 

France Image -gif Mermaid 14/05/2002 
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2.4. IMGW 

 
 
No. Name Data Theme Region Format Server Date 

Uploaded
1 Surface nutrients, 1985  Oceans Ocean Chemistry Nutrients southern 

Baltic Sea 
OITS Mermaid 10/05/2002 

2 Surface Oxygen, 1985 Oceans Ocean Chemistry Oxygen southern 
Baltic Sea 

OITS Mermaid 10/05/2002 

3 Transparency, 1985 Oceans Ocean Optics Secchi Depth southern 
Baltic Sea 

OITS Mermaid 10/05/2002 

4 Surface temperature & salinity, 1985 Oceans Salinity/ 
Density 

Salinity southern 
Baltic Sea 

OITS Mermaid 02/05/2002 

5 Acidity, 5m, 1985 Oceans Ocean Chemistry pH southern 
Baltic Sea 

OITS Mermaid 02/05/2002 

6 Nutrients, depth 10m, 1985 Oceans Ocean Chemistry Nutrients southern 
Baltic Sea 

OITS Mermaid 10/05/2002 

7 Nutrients, depth 50m, 1985 Oceans Ocean Chemistry Nutrients southern 
Baltic Sea 

OITS Mermaid 10/05/2002 

8 Oxygen concentration and saturation, 50 m, 1985 Oceans Ocean Chemistry Oxygen southern 
Baltic Sea 

OITS Mermaid 02/05/2002 

9 Total Phosphorus & Nitrogen, 50m 1985 Oceans Ocean Chemistry Nutrients southern 
Baltic Sea 

OITS Mermaid 02/05/2002 

10 Temperature & salinity, 50m, 1985 Oceans Ocean 
Temperature 

Water 
Temperature 

southern 
Baltic Sea 

OITS Mermaid 02/05/2002 

 


